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in Venezuela

In Organized crime and States: The hidden face of politics
-

Gangster states: organized crime, kleptocracy and politi-
cal collapse

Politics at the articulation between security 
institutions and the criminal world -

-



Three features of the gangster State in Venezuela 

66

 

Organized crime and States: The 
hidden face of politics

Organized crime and States: The hidden face of 
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Revolución Bolivariana y el desarrollo 
del Estado gangsteril
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On the actors of the gangster State in Venezuela

Formal actors
-

8 considers 

in Transnational Organized Crime
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2) Informal actors
-

9

-

 formal actors

Executive power

-

10

-

Transnational Organized Crime
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these are sensitive and strategic spaces 
of power which are related to the development of illegal activities
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11

Judicial Power

-

-
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Electoral Power
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Board

Civil Power
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National Bolivarian Armed Forces

-

 
for Defense

 

Mayor General Pedro Juliac 

National Guard
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Governors12 

-

-

Barinas

12
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Guárico

Miranda 

Monagas

Portuguesa

Constituents 
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President

United Socialist Party of Venezuela (PSUV)13

informal actors14 -

Partido Socialista Unido de Venezuela -

 
 

-
cia-la-fundacion-redes/

Insight Crime (Cen- 
tro de Investigación de Crimen Organizado) -
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Colectivos 

colectivos -

-

Insight Crime colectivos 

-

-

Pranes

Pranes

-

La Piedrita and 
Tupamaros

  Pran

sector is accountable to its pran
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-

FARC, ELN and FBL

18 -
19 -

20

-
-

colectivos -

Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia.
18  Ejército de Liberación Nacional.
19 Frente Bolivariano de Liberación.
20
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evidence21

-

narcoterroristas, solamente en el ejercicio del arco minero venezo-

lano. Recordemos que se han extraído cerca de 168 toneladas de oro, 

de ellas, 33.190 kilogramos han sido destinados a los grupos disi-

en Venezuela y Colombia, sino en toda la región .

21

22 -
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Hezbollah

-

-

-
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Judicial Power

Governors

Pranes

extension

formal or informal actors

Impactos de los incentivos de la 
corrupción. Análisis cuantitativo de las principales actividades económicas ilíci-
tas en Venezuela. Informe corrupción 2018 -
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Based on the reviewed studies and researches out by 

-
-

-

-

Impactos de los incentivos de la corrupción. Análisis cuantitativo de 
las principales actividades económicas ilícitas en Venezuela. Informe corrupción 
2018
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Presence of clandestine tracks

Money laundering 
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ELN
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Money laundering
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-

During the course of this research, we were able to observe 

It is a 
decentralized and autonomous power dynamic that maintains a formal 
and informal relationship with the central power and with the world 
through State institutions

 
for autocratic regeneration

28

29

-

28 Gangster states: organized crime, kleptocracy and politi-
cal collapse.

29
Organized Crime and States: The hidden face of 

Politics.
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Gas Internet
service

Percentage 
of people 
without 
water 
service

Percentage 
of people 

with daily 
blackouts

Percentage 
of people 

without gas 
cylinders 
in their 

community

Percentage 
of people 

who report 
service 
failures 

every day

Percentage  
of people  

who report 
service  
failures  

every day

Distrito 
Capital
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Carabobo
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Estado 
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Estado
Táchira

Estado Bolívar

Source

territorial inequality of the 
collapse, and its distance from the center of power

the farther a city is 
from Caracas, the greater the collapse and the lower the political cost for 
autocracy32

the decline 
can encourage a critical juncture only as it is close to the center of power

-

-
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IV. Three considerations and future research

-
-

The gangster State is a structure of domination that is imposed 
on those who inhabit it

in activities in which the border between the lawful and 

-

-
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-

 -
tive studies that describe the interaction and evolution of 

the level of state bureaucracy would enrich the analysis 

-
-

activities carried out by the actors that sustain the gangster 

 The gangster State in Venezuela has a decentralized dynamic. 

-
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be included in the analysis, together with the traditional 
-

 Collapse, sense of urgency and liberation. -
-

while the rest of the country is severely affected by the lack 

 -

-

change?

Insight 
crime
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-

-
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Conclusions

Democratización concludes 

1

itself leads to action, and scholars’ duty goes beyond study, they 
2

-

-
dictatorship of Nicolás Maduro is a 

gangster, failed State, and of Marxist rhetoric

Gradualness

-

Democratización
 La experiencia totalitaria
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-

-
-

gangster, failed and Marxist rhetoric State 
-

-

of gradualness

-
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Democratización -
gangster State

-

gradualness

-

-

and internationally fenced, should tend either to break or to its 
-
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-

gangster State gradualness

-
-

strength

resilience capacity

On the other hand, gradualness
-

-

was the long agony
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-

autocratic resilience
-

-



Democratización 
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